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The Editors of this edition disclaim any and all responsibility for any kind of injury or damages sustained which may result from application of any or all ideas or 
suggestions appearing in any articles of Dockside Scuttlebutt.  The Editors of this edition furthermore give no warranty, express or implied, as to the merchantability, 

fitness for purpose, advertised quality, or any matter of any products advertised in Dockside Scuttlebutt or appearing in any articles of said newsletter. 
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   Steve and his family, wife Betty and sons Jon, 
Matt and Jeff, are the current generations of 
Dietrichs at FYC. When I joined the club in the 
mid 1970’s, Steve’s Dad, George, was an active 
club member sailing his Flying Scot. In 1974, 
George was Commodore at the club. George had 
four children who learned to sail at Fanshawe with 
three becoming very active in racing. Steve and 
brother Grant (now in Toronto) raced together in a 
470 and sister Karen (now in California) sailed the 

Laser, “Welcome Abroad”.  This was in 
the days of 60 Lasers in the club and a 
large travelling contingent of Laser and 
470 racers. This summer, Grant raced a 
Laser in the 2007 Grand Bend Yacht 
Club hosted by FYC racers. 
   Now Steve has his three sons racing 
Lasers after their younger years in the 
Mirror and on their large yachts at the 
Grand Bend Yacht Club. All 3 boys 
attended the club sailing school with the 
eldest, Jon, as one of the racing “ club 
ambassadors” at out of town regattas in 
the Silver Level. Steve was our 
Commodore in 1985, on the Sailing 
School board for several years and also 
was Commodore at the Grand Bend 
Yacht Club while a member of FYC! At 
our recent work parties, he has provided 
equipment from his company for heavy 
lifting (docks and barges) - this in a 
snow squall last spring. 
   Betty has been on the banquet 
committee for the past four years, has 
assisted with the Open House, has 
helped with the GBYC Laser Regatta 
and certainly became involved with the 
work Steve had taken on over the years.  
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Next Issue: Contributions 
Deadline December 3, 

 
  November 

9th   

Details  
page 3 

Thames Valley 
Golf Club    

    6PM Social 
  7PM Dinner 
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 at these monthly outings.  Look for 
more information when it comes in the 
next Scuttlebutt.  Or contact Mike 
Morris for the date and location for 
January. 
The business of the club promises to 
also continue with the first meeting 
coming towards the end of  November.  
Make note of the dates under the events 
corner. 
A BIG thank you to the contributors for 
the photographs for this edition.  
Something we all appreciate and look 
forward too.  I always enjoy receiving 
them so keep them coming.  Remember 
to forward them to me with the Work 
Parties coming and we’ll be able to 
enjoy them in the December Issue. 
Wishing you all a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.! 
  From the 

Crows 
Nest 

- �����  

  Editor’s Notes 
   The summer has been a summer 
that has gone by again too quickly 
and many of us are preparing our 
boats for the winter storage.  
Reflecting on  the sailing aspect  for 
the summer has left me with one 
outing on a Sunday afternoon this 
year.  But following a pleasant  
recovery from surgery I anticipate a 
rewarding year next summer.  
There’s always another summer to 
look forward too. 

This edition of the Scuttlebutt is 
full of events from this past 
summer and the activities that are 
available to so many of the 
members.  One activity is the Fall 
Work Parties, with clean up of our 
Sailing Season.  Be sure to mark 
down the date s and plan to come 
and  participate in the  clean up 
and also the comradeship of the 
FYC members, along with a great 
lunch that is provided for you. 
Following the closing of the Yacht 
Club facilities, activities are 
continuing with the 50th FYC 
Banquet.  It promises to be a 
wonderful evening.  If you know 
how well these ladies have 
prepared the Banquets in the past 
this, I am sure will not disappoint 
you.  Be sure to purchase your 
tickets in advance.  Then in the 
New Year join many of us with the 
monthly dinner out.  Many of us 
enjoy connecting with each other  

Upcoming Events at Fanshawe CA 
In the park 
Oct 13          Vulture Bait Trail Race at Fansahwe CA 
         runs of 10, 25 and 50 K. 
�����������		
�� �
Oct 6/7/8       Fall on the Farm - harvesting, textile art, 

  woodstove cooking 
Oct 12/13, 19/20/21, 25 to 28   Haunted Village Hayrides 
         - Polidori’s Vampyre, a play by Jason Rip, 
         based on 1817 Gothic horror story. 
__________________________________________________________ 
Dragonboat Events 
 
Wonderland Club- Waves of Fury 
Nov 10         – an invitaition to FYC members including         
        Team Rowbust.  To participate in a     
        Scavanger Hunt 
        Details: www.wdbci.com  
        or Brenda at 519-471-1718 
Rowbust Club 
 
 

FYC 2007 –Events Corner 
Executive meetings 
First Monday of each Month 
General meetings 
__________________________________________________ 
Oct 13         Fall Work Party #1 
Oct 14         Fanshawe Park Closes 
Oct 20         Fall Work Party #2, 
       access through north gates 
Nov 09        50th Annual FYC Banquet 
       Thames Valley Golf Club  
Nov 29        FYC Annual Budget Meeting 
       7 PM HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
Jan 2008     Winter Wednesday Nights Dinner Out 
                   watch for info coming  for this social event 
Jan 24         FYC Annual General Meeting 
        7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
Feb 21       FYC  General Meeting 
       7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
Mar 20       FYC  General Meeting 
       7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
Apr 24        FYC  General Meeting 
       7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Informal Club Racing  - Weekly until Oct 10 
Wednesday racing - at 3:00 PM and 6:00—6:15 PM . 
Sunday racing:  1:30 PM 
        Coffee and social at the end of racing 
Lasers - Wed evenings at 6:00 PM 
____________________________________________  
Sailing School Schedule 
Classes are finished. Preparing to close for winter. 

 

Pumpkin Regatta Day 2 
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Friday, 

November 
9th 

2007    

Friday, 
November 

9th 
2007    
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You also may mail a cheque to any of the above made out  to 
Fanshawe Yacht Club. On receipt of the cheque, we will call you 

and set aside your tickets. Please note that all tickets must be 
paid for in advance of the evening (not at the door). Thanks! 

AT THE 

  THAMES VALLEY GOLF CLUB 
850 Sunninghill Drive (off Riverside Drive) 

 

Tickets will be available from: 
Betty Dietrich - 519-660-1354 - 

betty.dietrich@sympatico.ca 
Sharon Biskaborn - 519-455-0865 - 

sharonjens@sympatico.ca 
Suzanne Goldt - 519-473-1966 - 

rgoldt0228@rogers.com 
Any  executive member 

 6 PM  Social with cash bar  
7 PM Buffet Dinner 

Followed by an evening 
program and good 

fellowship 



 

�

Wednesday Racing, 
Thursday Evening Laser 
Racing and Sunday 
Afternoon Racing (S. Goldt) 
   Until the first fall work party, 
weather permitting, the races will 
continue -----The Wed racing has 
been well attended this year with 
considerably better weather than 
that from last year as I recall. There 
have been 16-18 boats out in the 
evening race with excellent racing 
and fun.  Sunday’s racing has not 
been quite as successful but Thurs 
Laser racing has done very well 
with up to 8 Lasers 
   Remember that all members are 
welcome to these informal races 
regardless of your racing skill 
levels. These races help to develop 
sailing skills and introduce you to 
club members who are more than 
happy to help with rigging and 
sailing tips. AND there is nothing 
more beautiful than Fanshawe Lake 
as the sun sets over fall coloured 
trees and migrating birds pass 
through ….sighhh   

����  

     
 
 
 
 

 
 A Call for Nominations for 
Officers of the Club. 
   For the coming year, 2008, a 
majority of the Executives will 
remain in their current positions. 
This will provide continuity into the 
next season and provide any new 
members with a considerable 
amount of support in the positions 
available to fill. 
   Please consider suggesting a 
candidate to the Executive that you 
feel would be a good choice or you 
are welcome to offer to be in either 
position: 
   Rear Commodore: Assists the 
Commodore and Vice Commodore 
w i t h  c l u b  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
administration.  Generally is 
responsible for organizing the club’s 

racing program and as liason to the 
social Committee (events such as the 
Banquet, corn roast, sailpast &  

reception, etc) 
   Club Secretary: Maintains the 
c lub records inc lud ing the 
constitution,  Minutes of meetings, 
correspondence. 
Annual General  
Budget Meeting 
The annual budget meeting will be 
held on Nov 29 at the HMCS Prevost  
on Becher St. at 7 PM. 
Important: Please have all receipts 
and other financial matters submitted 
to the club treasurer, Wayne 
Henderson 
 (waynehenderson@rogers.com) by 
the end of October so that he can 
prepare the budget for the meeting. 
   This meeting is important for all 
members because it will explain how 
your fees are being used and the  

Fall Work Parties (Is this 
an oxymoron?) – Sat Oct 13 
and Sat Oct 20       (S. Goldt) 
   We need all those hands willing 
to come out to close down the club 
for the winter. Bring your tools for 
gardening, taking things apart (esp 
wrenches, pick axes, sledge 
hammers, pry bars, swede sas and a 
hammer  
drill). We need lots of hands to haul 
out boats and docks and make the 
grounds secure. According to the 
Vice Commodore, Mark, the most 
important thing to remember to 
bring is – a friend.  
Lunches are available to the 

workers. 
    
 
 

Remember that the Park closes on 
Oct 14 for the winter so the access  
second day will be from the north 
gate at  Fanshawe Park Rd which 
will be fitted with a club lock. 
Please remember: on work party 
days that you should not be there to 
remove your boats, docks etc. 

   There will be a lot of activity with 
the work party and the ramps will 
not be accessible for boat removal.                          

Winter Storage for Boats and 
Trailers  (S. Goldt)  
The UTRCA has a boat storage area 
behind their work yard where 
members can store boats and/or boat 
trailers outdoors for a fee of $140 for 
the winter. You will receive a tag to 
place on your boat/ trailer to be sure 
it is identified easily by staff.  
   Be sure that you lower your mast 
when you remove the boat from the 
club grounds – there are overhead 
wires on the road through the 
campgrounds to the storage  area. 
   Boats and trailers are not to be left 
on the club grounds over the winter. 
Remember when moving docks that 
the South end of the club ( where the 
Laser racks are) and the full north 
ramp have been under water during 
winter/spring melts.                  

 status financially of the club and 
sailing school at this point in time.  
Members’ input on this budget and 
the proposed need for spending in 
the new  year is certainly welcome. 
   In January, the Annual General 
Meeting will be held to finalize the 
budget for 2008 and to introduce the 
2008 executive. 
Recent General Meeting 
Re: The Inter im Financia l 
Statements of FANSHAWE YACHT 
CLUB AND SAILING SCHOOL 
A meeting was held in the FYC 
Clubhouse on Sept 12 to review the 
budget to date of the FYC Sailing 
School and Club. The Sailing School 
present with a very good bottom line 
at this point in time with a few more 
expenses yet to cover. This puts 
them in a good position to purchase 
sailing prams for younger students if 
desired. As well the Yacht Club is 
on budget at this point in time 
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Activity at the boathouse is much 
quieter these days since the summer 
holidays are done and the classes 
have wrapped up. There are still 
sailors using the school boats on the 
“lease” program and our adult 
students using the boats to practice 
their newly learned skills. The Race 
Team has had some activity with a 
couple of late season regattas as 
well. The focus of activity now will 

����  

shift to the closing for the winter - a 
sad time every year. 
   At the recent general meeting, we 
reported our preliminary numbers 
for this season. We were pleased to 
report some encouraging totals of 
students in both the adult and youth 
courses. In the youth program we 
had 57 White Sail registrations over 
the four classes and 22 Bronze Sail 
in two classes. The Silver/Gold 
Race Team registered 9 students. On 
the adult side, we saw 50 
registrations in White Sail and 4 in 
Bronze. The financial report was 
equally optimistic, although the 

Open A Fleet 
  1d = Jim MacKenzie (with Doug 
MacKenzie on Sunday) in Trailer Tri 
  2nd = Len MacDougall with Peter 
Wilkins in a Wayfarer 
  3rd = Doug Carey in a Hobie 16 
Open B Fleet  
  1d st = Hans Schaffner in a Tanzer 
  2nd = Brian, Nathalie & Elayna Hurst 
in a Schock 23 
  3rd = Mark Anderson in a CS-22 
In the Race-of-Champions 
  1d st = Brad Biskaborn  
  2nd = Hans Schaffner  
  3rd = Jim and Doug MacKenzie  

FYC Club Championship 
Regatta 2007   (by Jens Biskaborn) 
   The 2007 Club Championships were 
held Aug 25 &26. We had 8 Lasers, 2 
boats in the Open A and 3 boats in the 
Open B fleets. On Saturday, we got 4 
races in on a day that had wind of up to 
30 km and even a heavy downpour of 
rain during one of the races. On 
Sunday, the sky had those puffy clouds 
with sun, a perfect sailing day, with 
winds up to 15 km in the morning, but 
the winds slowly faded to 5-10 km for 
the afternoon. Three races were held 
on Sunday before the Race-of-
Champions. 
   Mark Anderson filled in at the last 
moment and organized a corn roast 
that was greatly appreciated by all 
those who were in attendance. I had a 

group of people who helped me run 
the regatta. In the rescue boat were 
David Tucker Sr., David Tucker Jr., 
John Bryant, Graham Forster and 
Betty and Dave Morash. In the race 
hut with me were Vera Eames,  Ross 
Green and my wife, Sharon 
Biskaborn. Great help. Thank you 
very much. 
Laser Fleet 
1d = Brad Biskaborn 
2nd = Rick Goldt 
3rd = Kevin Biskaborn 
4th = Jon Dietrich 
5th = Steve Dietrich 
6th = Sorin Popa 
 (1st time sailing a Laser) 
7th = Matt Dietrich 
8th = Jeff Dietrich 
 (1st Laser regatta) 

Our youth courses continue to draw 
new kids into sailing while we see 
familiar faces returning from 
previous years. Most of our youth 
students develop a strong liking for 
the activity which keeps them 
returning to advance their skills. 
Some of them spend the entire 
summer with us, learning and having 
lots of fun. The Race Team was busy 
travelling to regattas and they 
applied some of their training by 
running the school regatta for the 
junior students. The team has 
returned some impressive race 
results over the season. 

Laser 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 
 
 
 
 

Laser 2 

Jacob 
Chris 

Nikki 
Sorin 

Eric 
Robin 

Sophie 
Hannah 

Jake 

Sarnia Sailfest - (Ontario Champion Series)         1/14              2/14            10/14          6/14      25/35 
PCYC Steerers’ Regatta                          3/21              4/21             6/21          18/21         8/23 

(6th/16yr

4 Sisters /ON Champs - PCYC                4/20             16/20           14/20         8/20         14/27                                                                                       
CYA Open Championships - RHYC       3/12              1/4                7/7            4/4 

CORK Youthfest - Kingston                    4/22            12/22          11/22         14/22 
CORK - Laser Silver Fleet                                                                                                  30/58 

Cornish Hen - Hamilton                             2/11            8/11            5/11        
High School Champs - Oakville                5/11            7/11                                                1/13 

Now, as the season draws to a close, all that is left is to assess the rigs and sails for repairs while we try to 
remember how all the boats go back into the boathouse. Thanks to all those who had a hand in the many tasks that 
went into the operation this season. We will have a formal report ready for the General Meeting in November. 

 

 

by Peter Wilkins 

News from the Sailing 
School Boathouse          
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                               News from 
Dragonboaters:   by Brenda Pentland 
  

   The Wonderland Dragon Boat 
Club's Waves of Fury team 
competed in the 15th London 
Dragon Boat Festival yesterday. It 
was a picture perfect day, the first 
time in the festival’s history with no 
rain. Although the team did not bring 
home any "hardware" we are proud 
to have improved our times 
significantly and move up two 
divisions to end the day racing in the 
"B" division consolation race. We 
came in third in this division and had 
a great time doing it! 
   An even better accomplishment by 
this "hard paddling" team is 
achieving 2nd place in the overall 
fundraising pledges for the 
Children's Hospital. Because of the 
total raised by the team we will 
receive a $200.00 discount off of the 
festival race fees for 2008. Our top 
team fundraisers were Dana  

training for the Stratford Festival to 
be held on Saturday September 
15th. Another beautiful venue if 
anyone is interested in attending, 
don't forget your lawn chairs, there 
is plenty of shoreline along the 
Avon River to set up and enjoy the 
dragon boat races. 
   We will also be participating in 
the Lively Dragon River Run on 
October 13th, a fun day of paddling 
and comraderie. 
   As always, spread the word, if 
you or anyone you know might be 
interested in learning how to paddle 
please pass on our web site 
www.wdbci.com or have them 
contact Maureen at 519-850-0500 
after 5:00pm. 
   And remember this, "Don't 
meddle with Dragons if you are 
crunchy and taste good with 
ketchup" (Japanese Proverb)! 
Paddles up everyone and enjoy the 
rest of your summer from the 
Waves of Fury Team. 

Copeland, Joanne Geddes and 
Carolin Vermeersch.  Jamie Pentland 
was also honoured to be asked to 
steer for the Ottawa "Busting Out" 
Breast Cancer Survivor Team, he 
participated in the very moving 
ceremony that recognizes the 
struggles survivors face and 
remembers those that have lost their 
battle. We would also like to thank all 
the Fanshawe Yacht Club members 
who were able to attend and support 
the dragon boat festival. We weren't 
able to wave at all the sailors out on 
the Lake but we did see you, thanks 
for sharing our day!   
   We will also be publishing our own 
Newsletter, it hasn't been determined 
to date how many times per year we'll 
have one but when the first one 
comes out it will be under the title of 
"Dragon Tales". The team had a 
"Name the Newsletter" contest and 
Pat Teasdale had the winning entry - 
congratulations Pat! 
The team will now be focusing on  

 

Wonderland Dragon Boat Club 
is hosting a Scavenger Hunt 
    
On Saturday November 10th. Yacht Club 
and Rowbust members are invited to join 
us. After the hunt there will be a dinner 
and social time. Approx cost per person 
is $20 for the day. For more details 
please visit www.wdbci.com or call 
Brenda at 519-471-1719. 
  Children’s Health Foundation Fundraiser   - By 
Joanne Geddes — Way to go Waves of Fury on 
being the second-place fundraising team! This has 
earned us $200 off our entry into the 2008 London 
Dragon Boat Race Festival, a nice savings for all of 
us. Team member Dana Copeland was second in 
the individuals who raised the most pledges, 
winning a Grey Owl carbon fibre dragon boat 
paddle, and Joanne Geddes, in third place, won a 
Frenchman’s Bay hand made paddle. 
  Citi Komodos were top team pledge-getters for 
the second consecutive year, earning FREE entry 
into next year’s Festival. Let’s see if Waves of 
Fury can take over that position next year! 
   I am proud to say that the London Dragon Boat 
Race Festival raised almost $13,000 for the 
Children’s Health Foundation. Thanks to the 
paddlers who participated in the pledge program 
and the generosity of our Title Sponsor, Sun Life 
Financial. 
   Thanks to al l  the “Waves” who 
participated…..the biggest thanks of all comes 
from the kids who need the services of Children’s 
Hospital of Western Ontario. 

             Inspiration from Seat 9    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   This quote resonated a great deal with me as I searched for some 
inspiration for our team. 
    When I first started paddling in May, I would react to most 
distractions by ceasing to paddle:  I would pull my paddle up out of 
the water and look around.  It could have been someone in the boat 
yelling something out, a big wave jostling the boat, or hearing Jamie 
say any statement beginning with a soft “a” sound because I was so 
anxious to hear him say, ”And let it run.”  I think he has dropped the 
“and” now.  LOL! 
    Over time, with each practice, we have been exposed to many types 
of interference, and we have learned to quickly put them to the side as 
we focus on technique and purpose.  Those of us who are new to the 
sport have heard the more experienced paddlers call out to keep 
paddling and to keep our eyes to the front.  Now we anticipate 
distractions and prepare ourselves mentally to work through and stay 
relaxed and zoned in.  
   All of that practice and preparation came into play in our last race in 
the London Festival.  We were aware of what was happening but most 
of our focus stayed on the paddling, on the persevering, on the path to 
the finish line.  Wow!  
   As a team, we may want to reflect on what we still need to practice.  
What eventualities are we not prepared for, in dragon boating and in 
being members of a large team.  As individuals, what eventualities are 
we not prepared for in other aspects of our lives? How can we be 
more successful?                - I hope I inspired you and made you think. 

   ”To give yourself the best 
possible chance of playing to 

your potential, you must 
prepare for every eventuality. 
That means practice.”  ~ Steve 

By Dana 
Copelan
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Winter Wednesday Night Dinners 
– the Cold Version of Wednesday Racing! (S. Goldt) 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
Mike Morris is currently looking for a new location for 
this year’s Wed dinners, so if you have any good 
suggestions, please pass them on to us or to Mike. The 
dinners this year will begin in Jan 2008. 
Information will be in the next newsletter and on the 
website. 

Web Site 
 - www.fyc.on.ca 
 
 - for all your information needs 
 
   Ongoing changes are always being made to the 
website by webmaster Kevin Biskaborn. The site is 
not just there, for browsers checking sailing sites, but 
also to provide all the information you may need as a 
club member. This includes event schedules, details 
for upcoming events, scuttlebutts (most recent and 
past issues), results in racing, photos galore, historical 
information, sailing school information and more. If 
you haven’t visited the site, please do. 
     A recent addition is the FYC Constitution. 

 

 

Photo’s Courtesy 

of Paul Chesman & 

Rick Goldt  Day 1 &  2 Pumpkin Regatta 
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once to avoid running into boats 
ahead in these close encounters. 
As usual with the light winds the 
idea was to synchronize your 
position on the course with the 
alternating and rotating wind 
directions. Didn’t work for me. 
Saturday evening the crowds 
dispersed into their own dinner 
groups and then off to bed dog 
tired of being cramped in the 
boats all afternoon and possibly 
from a bit too much sun too. 
   Starting out on Sunday 3 more 
races were held under slightly 
increasing southerly breezes. 
Again the shifts were alternating. 
The courses were a bit longer than 
on Saturday but still crowded at 
marks at times.  
   Fanshawe played good host to 
visitors, letting those from out of 
town take most of the winning 
honours. Kudos to all the 
volunteers. Lunches were great, 
and the volunteers were treated to 
their own turkey and wine after 
the regatta. The weather will be 
remembered for a long time, 
unless temperatures go up another 
degree next year. Full results are 
on the club website. Top 3 in each 
class were: 
Yflyer  (8 entries) 

1.Ed Hone 
2.Bob & Amanda Somek 

  
In Memoriam 

Gus Anderson  
 

   Gus Anderson, a long time 
member of FYC  passed 
away at the age of 86. Over 
his years as a member, Gus 
not only enjoyed sailing on 
Fanshawe Lake but also 
volunteered generously with 
his time especially on larger 
projects such as docks and 
moorings. In 1996,Gus was 
named Member of the Year 
for his contributions to the 
club. 
   Gus' family held an 
afternoon reception at the 
clubhouse on Thurs Oct 4 in 
memory of Gus for his 
friends at Fanshawe Yacht 
Club. 

Wayfarer (11entries) 
1. Al Schonborn & 
      David Hansman 
2. Sue Pilling & 
       Steph Romaniuk 
3. Dwight  & Pat Apelvich 

Laser  (7 entries) 
1. Steve Carroll 
2. Kevin Biskborn 
3. Rick Goldt 

Alacrity  (2 entries) 
1.Bob Hendry 

              2. Carl Holland 
Open  (10 entries) 

1.Peter James & 
   John Fredin     Venture 21 
2.Gord McKinstry 
   Hobi 14 
3Brian Hurst 
   Schock 23  

  
 

2007 Pumpkin     by Rick 
Goldt 

Regatta Report 
   With the normal expectation of 
summer coming to a close the 
Pumpkin Regatta in the past was a 
50/50 proposition between some 
moderately warm and sunny 
weather and the possibility of the 
first frost or even snow. This year 
as last, we had balmy sunscreen 
type weather, good for keeping the 
tan up. 
   Saturday Sep 29 dawned rather 
foggy and windless. Check out 
Paul Chesman’s eerie photo 
elsewhere here. With 38 boats 
comprised of 8 Y flyers (Ontario 
Championship), 11 Wayfarers, 7 
Lasers, and the usual numerous 
odd assortment of big and small 
Open Fleet boats lunch became the 
first order of business as the wind 
held off until the early afternoon. 
Now on most windless days, 
particularly in June till August 
when the sun is high and hot, one 
would shy away as much as 
possible from racing in those 
conditions. The Race committee 
under the directorship of Geoff 
Eames felt the racers would 
appreciate the pleasant conditions 
of 0 to –1 knots with gusts to 1 
knot. I must admit although I get 
crankier about these windless 
conditions and the cost per non 
race I didn’t participate in, I 
actually didn’t mind it this time, 
like enjoy the weather while it 
lasts. OK, so I also pass up on the 
odd heavy air too, something 
having to  do wi th se l f -
preservation, or live to fight 
another day.  

   Racing or plodding 
along as I’d rather say, lasted until 
late in the afternoon. Three short 
races were held with 38 boats 
enjoying the close company on 
about the shortest of courses one 
could have. The hills (cliffs) were 
filled with ….the ….sound ….of 
…..music. I indirectly digress. 
Racing was pretty close amongst 
the fleets with busy mark 
roundings. I had to use the  brakes 

(Note: The Y-flyers joined 
our Pumpkin Regatta as 
their Provincial Regatta. 
Their hosts were Jim and 
Carleen who dined them 
in Jim’s boathouse on Sat 
evening. I heard there was 
an ulterior motive for this 
dinner when the setting 
was described - .the 
unfinished plontoons of 
the Tri being built in that 
very same boathouse 
served as the dining tables 
with placemats being 
sheets of sandpaper. Nice 
try Jim!  - S Goldt) 
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The Grand Bend   By Rick Goldt 

Open Laser Regatta and 
Ontario Master’s Championship 

   
   In it's second year for The Grand Bend Open Laser and 
this year's Ontario Master's Champs  Regatta Aug 11,12, 
we didn't quite have the participation growth expected 
although the conditions and competition were great. 
Hosted by Grand Bend YC and FYC, and with 
Sponsorship and a great deal of web work through Kevin 
Biskaborn at Script Reaction and along with some 
donated draw prizes through Fogh Marine, everyone of 
the 13 boats registered went away happy with a prize and 
at the very least well fed. 
   Detailed results and photos can be accessed through the 
homepage of www.fyc.on.ca For some reason my camera 
hardly noticed me out on the course, but I was there! 
   Racing was intense over the weekend with 11 races 
run. Starts were very aggressive although with the small 
fleet and tight starting line length early starting boats 
were easily spotted.  A few races ended up with 
considerable wind shifts but the leaders often didn't skip 
a beat. Saturday saw 7 races being held in 
slightly increasing NW winds with later diminishing 
breeze. During the first light air race 1 shift determined 
the outcome. Remaining races saw slight windshifts and 
those recognizing any patterns of shifts combined with 
gusts stood to increase their leads or claw away at boats 
in front. Downwind edge was found with minute wind 
streaks, maintaining boat speed, and picking up a series 
of good waves or even flat water at times. 
   Sunday saw 4 more races with promising small craft 
warnings getting the group excited quite a bit more than 
the day before. An overnight 1 m. swell from the SW 
winds was still apparent when the fleet headed out in the 
morning and was maintained during the first 2 races. It 
became apparent that various storm cells passing through 
the area may have an influence and vary conditions 

through the day.  The last race was entirely governed by 2 
storm cells first passing through to the north of the course 
and finally taken over by a storm to the south east. The last 
race course reconfigured to the north west saw winds 
whipping up new waves and saw the best hiking conditions 
for this elongated 200 lbs of unbridled enthusiasm of the 
weekend up the second beat. Unfortunately as almost all 
rounded the last windward mark the wind dropped to nil and 
started after 15 minutes to change in the opposite direction. 
Unfortunately some who expected the wind to return to the 
day's forecast SW direction missed out on the about face. 
Right after the race the wind again dropped. In any case the 
day's racing was over so participants could get home. 
   Winner of the Open Regatta was Brad Biskaborn. 
Master's winners were: 
Apprentice; Jim Mackenzie 
 Master: Rob Koci 
 Grand Master: Jens Biskaborn 
Great Grand Master: Steve Dietrich  on account there 
were no other GGM and that he fell asleep after the 
Saturday Dinner and was heard muttering the words 
"another day older". We thought we'd help. Sounds like a 
winning formula. 
   Other weekend news: 
Rob Koci's hard earned double 720 during one start. 
Wonder what the record is? 
Rick Goldt hitting the last mark when he was already last. 
Brad and Kevin losing themselves in brotherly (love) 
conversation downwind and not noticing their impending 
collision with each other. 
  Thanks go to our sponsers, GBYC, Tom Quigley (GBYC 
Commodore) and Peter Wilikns on the  Race Committee. 
Mark Layers and rescue:.....(TBD) myself who bought the 
groceries and who had to eat most of it and Betty Dietrich 
who knows where to get nauti (I mean nautical) table cloths 
and helped get the appetizers and dinner set up. And don't 
forget Steve Dietrich the cook who said he was really 
overcome by the fumes of cooking after dinner.   

 

 

Photo’s Courtesy 
of Graham Forster  

Day 1 Pumpkin Regatta 
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‘Please keep in mind, when purchasing orders Lori needs to process 12 items to 
fill an order not including hats.’ 
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Lori Chesman 
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