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    FY C 2014 SCHEDULE 

    
 
Visit the club website for more details www.fyc.on.ca   

 
   FYC MEETINGS: 
 

Executive Meetings: Held the first Monday of each month – submit 
information or enquiries to the Club Secretary, Colleen 
Ellison – Wareing in advance. 

 
General Meetings:  Held the last Thursday of the month from Nov to Apr 
 
   RACING:    
 
Informal Racing: May 7 to Oct 8 Every Wednesday afternoon and 

evening. Alternate day - Thursday. All sailing school students 
are welcome. 

  
             NOTE: Start times are 3 PM and 6PM The evening start time 

allows for our earlier sunsets. 
 
Formal Racing: one more regatta to round out our season! 

 

Sept 20  Fall work party -Sailing School only 

Sep 27  2
nd

 Annual Dragon Boat Challenge 

   A fun day of paddling skill, sailors welcome!!! 

 

  

Oct 3-4                                              Pumpkin Regatta and 

                                                         Annual turkey dinner – Oct 3 

Oct 17  Fanshawe Park Closes 

Oct 18  Fall work party #1 

Oct 25  Fall work party# 2 

 

 

Nov 8     FYC Banquet – at the Forest City Memorial Golf Club 

Nov 27   Annual Budget Meeting 

 

http://www.fyc.on.ca/


 

 

4th Annual Plywood Classic Puddle Duck Regatta 
 

                 Sunday September 14
th

 

                   Fanshawe Yacht Club 

 

 

Registration and Skippers’ meeting at 10am,  

 

First Race: 11am, last race will be before 4pm. 

 

 

Rules: 

This regatta will have a land based start using 
 the Fanshawe Wednesday Racing start system                    

 
Boat must conform to PD class rules.  

 
Fanshawe Land Based Regatta Racing Rules will apply. 

 
Race Course will be set for maximum duck-speed. 

 
There is No Fee for this event but a $5 donation towards lunch would be appreciated. 

 
To pre-register for this event or to obtain information please e-mail 

Brian Hurst at hursthome@rogers.com 

Or call 519-657-2773 

 

For more information about puddle ducks go to pdracer.com 

 

 

 

                                            Special Note:  

We invite other Plywood Boats to come out and round the marks 

with us.  
 

This year we will have two Cape Cod Frostys and two 16ft tri’s joining our fleet of PDs 
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Join us if you dare! 
Fanshawe Yacht Club and Sailing School Members 

 

You are cordially invited to the 

London Dragon Boat Club's 

 

“2nd Annual End of Season Dragon Boat Challenge” 

 
It is time to start thinking about the “2

nd
 Annual End of Season Dragon Boat 

Challenge!” This year’s event will be held on Saturday September 27, 2014 from 9am 

to approximately 2pm. 

 

If you don’t remember last year’s event, the End of Season Dragon Boat Challenge is 

an opportunity for members of the LDBCI, Rowbust and the FYC (and their friends 

and family) to participate in a fun-filled morning of mixed-boat ‘on the water’ 

challenges. (PHOTOS OF LAST YEAR TO RIGHT) 

 

Breakfast of muffins, yogurt, bagels, fruit, coffee and tea will be available before you 

join your team and hop in the boats.  

 

This year’s challenges will include 200m Sprints, Back it Down Races, Tug of War 

and the Amazing Flag Race. 

 

A Potluck lunch and Awards Ceremony will follow the ‘challenges’ – there will be 

‘medals.’ 

 

Also this year, the London Blades Dragon Boat Team will draw the winner of the 

Bucket of Booze Raffle. Tickets for this draw and a ‘Candy Basket’ will be available. 

 

There are two ways to sign up: Follow this link to register online 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WPQ3GTT                  Or; 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WPQ3GTT


 

Add your name to the sign-up sheet that will be posted in the Clubhouse. 

   

Please sign up by September 21st, as we will be structuring our event according to 

the number of people who are paddling. A reminder and an event schedule will be 

sent out closer to the event.  

 

Please note: all are welcome but there will not be anyone to babysit or supervise 

children and/or dogs while you are paddling.  

 

Hope to see you on September 27
th
!            

 

 

 

 

 

 

'The sail, the play of its pulse so like our own lives: 

 So thin and yet so full of life, 

 So noiseless when it labors hardest,  

So noisy and impatient when least effective’. 

 

                                                              Henry David Thoreau 
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October 4 and 5, 2014 at FYC 

Please direct any questions or interest in volunteering to:  

Regatta Organizer: John Kabel 

ELIGIBILITY: This is an invitational regatta open to ALL SAILORS (including those               
who are not members of FYC).  

STARTS: Will be either land- or water-based starts; yet to be determined.  

FIRST RACE: Is scheduled to take place on Saturday at 11:00 AM. 

LAST RACE: No start sequences will be started AFTER 1:30 PM on Sunday. 

Watch for an update race notice closer to the date! 

 

Turkey Dinner Saturday, Oct 4  

Hosted by the Hursts  

 
There will be a turkey dinner on the Saturday of the 

Pumpkin Regatta. If you missed the previous ones, 

you need to watch for the details for this one! A 

fantastic meal with great conversation at the 

clubhouse. 
 

Details will be posted closer to the date  

 

http://www.fyc.on.ca/?r=211


 

 

                                                                    ONGOING 

 

 
 

 

 

25 boats on a Wednesday evening                 Photo by K. Biskaborn 

 

5 More Wednesdays Race Days to go!!!!! 
 

All sailors new to racing and experienced competitors are 

welcome. Sailing school students are also encouraged to 

participate in these informal races. 

 

 This year has had excellent numbers of boats on the start line. 

Races begin at 3PM and 6PM   (NOTE: an earlier start in the 

evening race now as our daylight hours wane).                          2014 JENNA GOLDT 

The last formal date is Oct 8.           WED RACING 

 

An excellent opportunity to learn more about rigging, race rules and sailing 

techniques. Just ask the long time members/ racers. The y will be happy to help! 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

       Wed evening race  

 Sept 3, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

             
                                            LAST FALL WORK PARTY! 

Fall Work Parties – Sept 20 (school), Oct 18 and 25 

 
Watch for details to be published about the fall work parties. The work is definitely 

easing with the new floating south dock system . Morning coffee and lunch are 

provided for all hands. It takes quite a few hands to baton down the club for  - dare I 

say ir aloud – the non-sailing/ non-paddling  season (winter). 

 

There are tasks for all from heavy lifting to ceaning or supplying lunch: 

o Removal of tires and carpet from dock 

o Organizing and cleaning out club buildings 

o Volunteers to assist with serving lunches 

o Trimming back trees, shrubs, and the invasive vines climbing our 

trees. This could include those along the cliff by the race hut and in 

front of the race hut as well as on the ramps.  

o Storing tables, chairs, BBQs, picnic tables etc. 

o Repairs as needed 

o Removing moorings and club boats, washing and storing 

o Remove north and south fencing to water 

And anything else that needs to be done. 

Start is about 8:30 to 9AM to about 4PM 

 

There is a deck to be built using wood from the old floating docks at the door of the 

members room. May be a need for a work group for that endeavour too. A good place 

for an after race coffee in the future!! 

 

Boats must be off moorings and finger docks out before October 17 so that 

ramps are free and moorings may be removed 

 
 

coming up: 

 

 



     Sept 26 Power Squadron Course  Offer-- 

   “Technology on  Board” 
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Boat Storage at UTRCA 
UTRCA has a storage area behind the workshop area where a boat on trailer can be 

stored for $150 for the winter. Speak to the campground office if you are interested. It 

is at yout own risk and there have been incidents in the past. Be absolutely sure all 

your equipment is well labelled with your personal info. 

 

If you have suggestions for boat storage facilities, pass them on to me and I will 

let members know. 

 

 

 Annual General Budget Meeting  

 – Nov 25,2014 
 

 

  This is an early shout about a  most important meeting. At the budget meeting, the    

executive and membership review the club’s financial position  at the end of the 

2014 season as well as discuss the expenditures for the 2015 sailing system . This 

is your opportunity to ask questions, suggest projects, bring forward any issues or 

concerns. The budget for 2015 is settled at this meeting then ratified at the AGM in 

January. 

 

   The minutes, notice of meeting and agenda will be sent out closer to the date. 

 

 

 

2014 FYC North Channel Cruise 
 

A report of the North 

Channel Cruise will be in 

the next issue. Suffice it 

to say now that it is 

absolutely beautiful  and 

a most enjoyable sail.  

 

This photo shows all 

seven FYC boats at 

anchor for the evening. 
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        Please Save the Date for our End of the Season Social  

 as the 2014 saiing season comes to the end 

 

 

    FYC Annual Banquet 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

    Saturday November 8, 2014  

          Forest City National Golf Club 

 

   Details will follow as the event nears. 

  The evening is guaranteed to be – 

                               MAGIC 
 

 

 



 
 
Report of the 2014 Edition of the Club Championship 
    – Youngsters Going For It! 

 
Two big sports events, one great weekend. Just like at the LPGA Canadian Women’s 
Open, held in London the same weekend as our Club Championship, the up and 
coming continued to show their prowess and new-found skills. FYC had a few 
unusual things happen at its summer-ending classic. More about  the surprises later.  
 
Our 2014 edition of the CC gathered eight fleets from 32 registered boats and 44 

racers, including four Learn to Race newcomer crews from this year’s CANSail 3-4 

class.  In addition to Lasers and Laser Radials (Start 1), we had Wayfarers, the 

School 420s, two Y-Flyers and an Open A (Dinghy) fleet in Start 2, and a Start 3 with 

the CS22 and Open B (Keelboat) fleets.  

 Kevin Biskaborn and Sue Goldt handled our website and internal publicity, while 

Mark Cole handled the external press as a newcomer to his role. Mary Watson was 

our eagle-eyed Registrar.  Mary also provided Lunch, which was a hit, prepared in a 

bag-your-own format with help from her daughter Bev. There was enough spillover 

into Sunday that nobody went hungry. 

We continue to outsource the manning of Safety Boats to the St. John Ambulance 

Marine SAR unit, who attended a few capsizings, but reported no major catastrophes 

beyond radio battery failures. FYC thanks SJA, specifically Christine Newton, and our 

SJA liaison, who was assisted by John Johnson, Matt Hamilton and Steve Virgin on 

Saturday. Matt returned Sunday with Gerry Liddle, and the Fentons, Mark, Joseph 

and Emma. 

Lance Warren and Peter Furhry placed race marks on Saturday. The fine weather 

drew out Art Seager to supervise and inspect the Race Barge before retiring to shore. 

Steve Currie did a quick accurate job on marks Sunday morning.  

The Race Committee on the Barge consisted of your scrivener as Race Officer, 

assisted by Mark Cole and Bill Scott. Lance joined us to refresh himself on start  
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procedures, ahead of sailing in the 420s on Sunday with Pat Johnstone. Mark also 

took interesting photographs, apologizing for less than ideal lighting conditions under 

dark clouds most of the day. I guess its sail or snap; clear skies make for great 

pictures by light winds in London. Mark’s photos were supplemented on the website 

by almost water-level stills from Kevin’s pole-mounted GoPro which was passed 

around the Laser fleet.  

Surprise 1 was a first attempt to implement both a Light and Heavy Boat Club 

Championship, introduced at the Skippers Meeting. This idea will need further 

discussion at the Racing Committee level and at a General Meeting. Stay tuned in the 

post-season for some serious deliberations, folks, as Szymon Kornobis expands on 

his thinking.  

A humid cloudy Saturday was blessed from 0700 to the end of racing by directionally 

solid easterlies, putting the Start Line off the beach, but limiting the race course to a 

windward mark at “B.” We heard John Burgess muttering about “blasted east winds” 

several times over the weekend.  

Surprise 2 was the invention of a new unit of time by Assistant Race Officer Mark 

early on Saturday. Queried for “time, sir?” as we approached a 1-Minute flag, he 

remarked that it was “about a minute-ish to go.” We assure you that we’ll continue to 

use more precise timing for flags and horns.   

Details of race results with drops are now on the website, but Sailwave showed us 

stuck in some ties after Saturday racing, as usual. 

Surprise 3 for the weekend was a pair of London Police cars crawling around near the 

dam with UTRCA Security; it is unusual  to see them in the park at all, even rarer to 

see a pair. It’s good to know they have us on their GPS when things go awry.  

Surprise 4 was my arrival at the Race Hut on Sunday to winds that were directionally 

identical to those on Saturday. Speeds were a little lower early in the morning but 

ultimately we ended up with a Beaufort 2-3 regatta from wire to wire, with one briefly 

calm lull after the starting flag for the last keelboat race on Saturday. Racers told me 

that lulls and shifts were still generously sprinkled around the course all weekend; we 

just didn’t see them at the Barge. I was able to sail the race course myself under 

similar winds on Monday as well.   

Surprise 5 included a dead heat between the 420s in the first race of Sunday, 

followed by a 1-second separation between First (Chris Milne) and Second (John 

Burgess) in the second CS-22 race. The close racing persisted to the end, with Chris 

tied with Mark Anderson for Second at the end of the heats. Mark won on the strength 

of the RRS.  In another turn of events, Kevin Biskaborn was able to get out in front of 

his brother Brad by one point at the close of regular racing.   



We reassembled on the water to let the Champion of Champions race develop. The 

wind speed held over the lunch break and the conditions were ideal and not too 

challenging. Kevin Biskaborn (Laser), Brooke Wareing (Radial), Nikki Quinn and 

Kaleisha Hillborn (Open Dinghy winners in a Laser II), Jeff and Vera Eames 

(Wayfarer), John Burgess (CS 22), and Mike Morris and Ross Green (Open Keelboat 

winners in the Edel 540) all came to the line. Our 420 winners, Mark Beukeboom and 

Karnikaa Katyal were not able to make Sunday racing. The win went to Kevin 

Biskaborn, the 2014 Fanshawe Yacht Club Champion, by 89 corrected seconds. 

In summary, this year’s CC was a race filled with youngsters on the boats and 

surprises for your Race Committee. Thanks to all the members and outsiders who 

sailed or helped. We hope to see many of you at the Pumpkin Regatta on October 4
th
 

and 5
th
. At that time we will be joined by the Y-Flyer Provincials and the usual fall 

gathering of Wayfarers, with a brace of turkeys to feed us at the annual Turkey Dinner 

on Saturday evening. Please use the forecasted warm fall to hone your sailing skills, 

and stay safe on the water!                Rear Commodore: John Kabel 

 

2014 FYC Champion of Champions  
  
 
 
 
 

 888 

 

 

 
 



 
                FYC 2014 Champion of Champions: 

  
  
 
                          
 
              
                            Kevin Biskaborn 

                                      

 

                  Club Champs Photos by Mark Cole:  
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NASA  locates missing Apollo capsule in Fanshawe Lake!! 

When contacted, the NASA program commander acknowledged they know where the 
capsule is, and are really pleased to have it back on earth after circling for over 40 
years. Unfortunately, they are unable to retrieve the shuttle since UTRCA has 
impounded it for not having a boating pass! 

 

Discovered by Marc Lacoursiere and Kevin Biskaborn 

EXPLANATION: Every time I go by the UTRCA mooring, I think it looks like an Apollo 
capsule (space shuttles don’t have capsules). I thought it would be fun to post the 
picture with a fun caption.  

 

The Volunteer – the heart of FYC! 

 
 

 

A pessimist, they say, sees a glass of water as being half empty; an optimist sees the 

same glass as half full. But a giving person sees a glass of water and starts 

looking for someone who might be thirsty 

                        



2014 CAN SAIL AT FYC                        AWESOME PHOTO BY K BISKABORN 
 

 
FYC SAILING SCHOOL REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 5, 2014 
 
The school has wrapped up another successful season. Final numbers will be 

compiled for the next FYC General Meeting. Trends this year included a higher 

number of adult students than in past years and more parents registering their 

children at the last minute. 

 
Staff, headed by Eric Ritchert, did an excellent job of keeping students active on and 

off the water and keeping everyone safe.  There were no major injuries or incidents to 

report. 

 
We welcomed returning staff, Brooke Wareing and Laura Ries while welcoming new 

staff Petru Obreja, Elayna Hurst and Isaac Ladore. Supporting staff (those not hired 

as certified Instructors) were Paul Karigan and Colin Boyce who have extensive 

sailing experience and personal levels. In late July we were happy to celebrate the 

finalization of Colin’s ratings being sanctioned by Sail Canada and his registration 

with them. He is able to certify CANSail levels 1 through 6 including Chutes & Wires 1 

and 2.  We also had Equipment Manager, John Kabel who worked very hard to keep 

the boats in tip top shape and going out of his way to increase his boat repair 

knowledge.  Staffs were assisted by volunteer ITs Jillian Smith, Erin Hall and Riley 

McCluskey. Their dedication and enthusiasm had a definite positive impact on the 

program. 
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In addition to our regular Adult and Youth Sessions, we had a few groups come out 

for lessons. The Forest City Sports and Social Club wanted to offer the members an 

Intro to Sailing so we designed a 5 night course offering them a chance to obtain 

CANSail level 1.  At the end of the course we encouraged them to come and 

complete their level 2. Of the ten members, one did go on to complete their level 2. 

We invited the Boys and Girls Club to select two of their students to come out for a 

free youth sailing session. One of the participants did exceptionally well and enjoyed 

the experience immensely. The other participate found that they not comfortable in 

the boat on the water, and despite the immense effort of the Instructors to assist, this 

participant did not finish the session. We will look at more effective ways to target 

applicants in the future. 

 
We also had students from Amethyst Directional School come up for a non-

certification course over three Tuesdays. We were still able to present certificates, as 

Kevin made some awesome “Intro to Sailing” ones. 

 
The school is overseen by the FYC Sailing School Committee and kudos go to each 

committee member for their contribution of time, effort and expertise. We would like to 

thank Bob Magill, Roy Elworthy and Jim MacKenzie for their support in bringing about 

a successful season.7 

 
We had a good number of Adult Graduates sign waivers to be able to continue to use 
the boats. They only had to give a $20 deposit for the gate key as the school is now 
locked by combination lock. There were only two requests to me for people having 
forgotten the code. We will be able to change the combination for next year, thus 
keeping it more secure. 
The youth season ended with a final regatta and banquet. On their last day, the 

Instructors took a number of the boats out of the water, de-rigged them and stored 

some of the equipment. The final School work party is Saturday, September 20
th
. If 

you can help out that day to put the rest of the boats/equipment away, please let me 

know. 

 
In the off-season we will be examining what type of boats we want to go forward with 

for our students. Do we want to stay with the 420s, CL14s and Radials or should we 

be looking into different types of boats. We will also need to review youth and adult 

forms, permission for photography, and employment contracts. Also, we are starting 

to plan for 2015. We are in the enviable position of having a Race Coach lined up for 

the youth program in 2015, a potential CANSail 3/4 Instructor and returning CANSail 

1/2 Instructors.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Watson, FYC Sailing School Director 
 
 
 

 



    2014 CANSail 3 / 4  classes at FYC    PHOTOS  BY K BISKABORN 
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Rowbust Dragon Boat Competitive Team is off to Italy! 

Rowbust Breast Cancer Survivor Dragon Boat Racing Team, 5 time Canadian 

National Champions are heading to Ravenna, Italy for their first World competition!  

 

Rowbust is a large team with 75 team members of all breast cancer survivors with 

various fitness and goals for our dragon boating. 

 

However, one of our crews is our National Crew, we now 5 time Canadian National 

Champions. We just won our 5th National title a few weeks ago. 

 

This crew will be heading to Ravenna, Italy on Aug 27th to compete in the Club Crew 

World Championships! This will be the 1st time that a Canadian Breast Cancer 

Survivor Dragon Boat Team will be competing at a World Championship! 

 

We train 4 times per week on Fanshawe Lake and are sponsored by The Athletic 

Club for our winter training for the last 

12 years. 

 

Before we head to Italy, Rowbust is 

going to London, England to help a 

dragon boat team there try to promote 

dragon boating for breast cancer 

survivors since they don't have one in 

London, England. We spend 3 days in 

London before heading to Ravenna, 

Italy. 

 

We leave on Wed. Aug 27th on our 

adventure and hope to come back to 

London, Ontario as world champions!  

(Article from The London Free Press, 

July 30)  

ED NOTE: Good luck from the FYC Sailors to Rowbust! Hope it is the best trip 

ever! 

 



  

Something we have seen before – so cute! 

But not..... 

 

The story is: who thought that Brad's 

Albacore's wouldn't hold a crew this season! 

That shot was taken on Biskaborns drive 

way  

 

 

 

CLUB AUTHORS 

 
Fanshawe Yacht Club: 60 Years August 10, 1951 to August 19, 2013            

By Nina Myers 

 

Think Christmas!! 

 

 Nina Myers, FYC Archivist, has created a 

great book about the history of FYC. It’s 90 

pages of information and pictures about the 

club and UTRCA. It is a must have for 

anyone interested in our club’s past. 

She will be selling it through me for only the 
cost of printing ($15.00). Anyone wanting a 
copy can email me at: 

  
 

magillb@rogers.com 
 

 

Summers on Sailboats by Colleen Ellison-Wareing 

 A kindle book series!  

Need a laugh?   

 Check out my stories @ 

amazon.com/author/summers.on.sailboats  

A review would be awesome! Download your free Kindle app 

for iPad or pc! 
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The following story was written by 

our In-Club Author, Colleen Ellison 

Wareing, and appeared in: 

Early on in our life together, my husband Mike and I began dreaming about owning a 
sailboat. Our neighbor Charlie, who owned a 26-foot Hughes, took us sailing the 
weekend before our wedding. While on our honeymoon in Barbados, we ventured out 
on a Sunfish dinghy. Though both events led to newbie mishaps, we were inspired 
and jointly dreamed of a family life spent together with our children on sailboats. 

To make our dreams a reality, Mike and I took sailing 
lessons while I was pregnant with our first daughter, 
Katie. Her death shortly after her birth made us even 
more determined to be a sailing family. A few weeks 
after Katie’s passing, Mike saw an abandoned 17-foot 
Siren in a farmer’s field and commenced working 
through his grief by restoring the boat we named 
Katie. When I became pregnant with our daughter, 
Brooke, both of our extended families participated in 
preparing to launch Katie. Coming together via 

sanding, painting, sewing, patching, and repairing the 
boat seemed to fix all of us. 

Katie’s first launch was, fittingly enough, a family 
reunion bringing together three generations of family 
from two countries and many cities. Our lovingly 
restored sailboat brought our extended family together 
to share sunshine, laughter, and moments we never 
found on land. Aboard Katie, we realized our dream of 
becoming a sailing family! That little Siren created so 
many memories, like the special sugary treats given 
when the kids donned their PFDs. We vacationed with 
her, trailering her on holidays and camping trips. Our 

family discovered the freedom of beaching a boat on a small, isolated island, deeming 
it the most breathtaking place in the world. 

Our family grew, and as the kids got bigger, the boat seemed smaller. So we 
graduated to a 25-foot MacGregor, Katie Too. Finally all four of us could sleep inside! 
We enrolled the kids in sailing school; we knew it was crucial that our children were 
taught water safety and learned to be competent captains. Picnics and painting the 
boat had brought the family together and now, more of us could sail!  As all of us 

http://amazon.com/author/summers.on.sailboats
http://boatingtimesli.com/NY/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/restoring-a-boats.png
http://boatingtimesli.com/NY/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/restoring-a-boat.png


agreed that we were happiest when we spent summers on sailboats, we decided to 
step up again and buy a 31-foot Hunter. 

That first summer on Katie 3, we ferried my cousin’s family of six over to an island 
and sought a mythical tower together. Another time, my husband brought our dear 
friends and their newborn out to join us near another island, where we huddled under 
our Bimini top during the rain and laughed as 
loudly as we could ever have imagined. 

Part of the magic that sailing brings is the 
anticipation of the unknown adventures. To be a 
bit stereotypical, the men who joined us sought to 
channel their inner Huckleberry Finns and the 
women seemed to rise to the challenge of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, making do on a sailboat as they 
might on the prairie. Each boating get-together 
created new and special moments that eventually 
became cherished memories. 

Three boats and 18 years have passed since our 
first reunion. We have gathered to sail with 
various members of both of our families, now four 
generations strong. Cousins, nephews, nieces, 
uncles, and aunts have met us on one lake or 
another to reconnect and regroup. The boat and 
the island that hosts us both offer solitary 
moments and sociable triumph (for whatever 
reason, campfire songs and moonlight mysteries 
only occur when we’re on a sailing adventure). 
Our children, grown and no longer nestled in the 
bow, bring their friends to share in our wonderful, 
wavy world. 

Last year we had a concert in the 
cockpit of our sailboat, with two 
brothers, three guitars, and one 
amp creating an unforgettable night 
of music.  Our neighbors on the 
dock gathered around, making it 
another magical place and a prized 
memory. This year, though the 
grandparents are now limited in 
their mobility, we have found a way 
to keep them sharing in the fun — 
aboard a houseboat!  Granddad 
can laugh and sing with his sons 
and grandsons while shaded on 
the deck and only steps away from 

 13     all modern conveniences. 

Mike and I have the family sailing life of our dreams. In the course of honoring our 
loss and making memories, we’ve shown our children how multi-generational 
gatherings are a vital part of being a family. If life is a journey, for boaters, life is a 
voyage. Occasions spent boating are most definitely the best times! 

Culinary Help!!!   Sailors do socialize... 

 

There’s a simple rule of thumb for wine pairing  

with your meal. If it tries to kill you, serve with  

red. If it runs away from you, serve with white.  

 

 

New products in Sailing 

ED NOTE: Having seen the handiwork of our experienced sailors first hand, I 

am sure this could be built over a winter using an opti type hull. A useful way to 

design a dory for  cruising or to manage flooded roads in heavy rainfall! 

   
We've all seen footage of people with cars stuck in deep 

water on a flooded road. Now, instead of becoming the 

subject of somebody's viral video, you could handle it like a 

boss with this rooftop cargo carrier that flips over to 

become a two-man row boat. 

The Boatbox looks pretty similar to a lot of clamshell-
style rooftop carriers, only this time they sculpted its 
shape so that the inverted cover becomes a small 
Optimist-sized dinghy. It includes a seat, oars, and 
oarlocks, and you can even add a small electric 
outboard if you want a little extra vroom. Personally, I 

think it would be cool if they added a sail and a removable keel, but now we're getting 
kind of fancy. 

Of course, the Boatbox isn't only for flooding emergencies, and the makers point out 
that it can save you the hassle of towing a trailer if you want a small boat for camping. 
Although with just about enough room for two passengers at a squeeze, you're going 
to have to figure out who to leave behind on shore. 

The Boatbox is available from the U.K. for about $950. That's pretty expensive for a 
rooftop carrier, but cheap for a boat.  

http://www.dvice.com 

 

http://www.dvice.com/archives/2011/09/foldable_boat_l.php
http://www.dvice.com/archives/2011/09/this_trailer_tu.php
http://boatingtimesli.com/NY/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/restoring-a-boatsa.png
http://boatingtimesli.com/NY/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/restoring-a-boatsaa.png


We sail In a Conservation Area so here’s some news! 
Turtles Hatching at UTRCA 

Scott Gillingwater, the Upper Thames River Conservation Authorities species at risk 

specialist, has been busy nurturing eggs in the UTRCA lab, collected from Spiny Soft-

shell and other Turtles.  This is part of Scott's work in helping turtle species to regain 

some of their numbers within the Upper Thames River 

Watershed.    

I had the opportunity to go to a presentation in the past 

weeks about turtles in the Thames watershed.  Seven of 

the 8 species we have in Ontario are at risk because of 

activities of people (collecting them for the pet trade 

overseas, using in cooking, 

wanton destruction, cars, 

fish hook and line, etc,) 

and predators ( snakes, 

birds, coyote, cats, fly 

larva, etc). An attempt to 

increase the population in 

the environment was limited in success, so gathering 

the eggs and hatching them in incubators has been 

tried with a 95% success rate. The little ones still have a lot to threaten them once 

they are returned to their nesting place. 

Photos: bottom left is a map turtle and upper right is a snapping turtle 

The following is filler..... Sailing h'orderves 

  

 

 

 

 

   www.PortCreditBoatShow.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

SAME GREAT SHOW WITH NEW DATES 

SEPTEMBER 12 -14  
 PORT CREDIT HARBOUR MARINA 

Fri. Sept 12 10AM-7PM 
Sat. Sept 13 10AM-6PM 
Sun. Sept 14 10AM-5PM 

GENERAL ADMISSION - $10 | SENIORS 65+ - $5 | UNDER 15 – FREE 

This year’s show will feature a larger roster of power boats, both new and used 
– and many great sailboats (new and used) for sale. Seminars, Refreshment 

Tent, Consignment Tent and displays of marine services and products.  

 

http://cy.mysub.ca/VcDt4a/4754657


2014   FYC CLUB WEAR 

 

For all those special occasions when you want to dress as nattily as you can or when 

you want to impress that sailor in your life – consider our fine clubwear selection.  

 

The complete order forms are on the club website -  

 www.fyc.on.ca   under members tab select downloads  
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http://www.fyc.on.ca/


Need a winter project?  Convert your dingy into an inflatable 
sailboat. Awesome for cruising or sailing alongside the big 
boat. 

Step 1: Materials 

An inflatable boat, I used an Intex Seahawk 300 inflatable boat  
Frame and rudder 
 
3m PVC pipe 40mm Brown 
6m PVC pipe 32mm Brown 
2 elbows 40mm 
1 T 40mm 
2 T 40mm/32mm 
2 elbows 32mm 
2 connections threadable 32mm 
4-bladed paddle plastic 
 
Sail 
 
2.5 m aluminum tube of 1 3 / 4 " 
2 x 3m aluminum tube of 3 / 4 " 
6.5 m ripstop nylon 250 or a 3 x 4m polytarp 
sewing nylon line 
A ring of 1 ½  "internal diameter (metal, wood or reinforced plastic) 
4 stainless steel clamps 3 / 4 " 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Screws 
Nuts 
Washers 
10m of 6mm rope 
expandable polyurethane 

Step 2: Frame Construction  - adjust lengths according to the dinghy you use 
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For the frame, PVC pipe 40mm was used. 
All the pipes were filled with expandable polyurethane  
 
Attaching dagger board arms 
 

                    
 

 
 

 
To curve the paddles for use as dagger boards on the sides of the dinghy, boil 
water and plunge the paddle blade in for a few minutes then press the curve using a 
towel. 
 

http://cdn.instructables.com/F9T/4JHB/GLFUCZAA/F9T4JHBGLFUCZAA.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F9T/4JHB/GLFUCZAA/F9T4JHBGLFUCZAA.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F9T/4JHB/GLFUCZAA/F9T4JHBGLFUCZAA.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FKM/ZOFW/GLFU630R/FKMZOFWGLFU630R.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FKM/ZOFW/GLFU630R/FKMZOFWGLFU630R.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FKM/ZOFW/GLFU630R/FKMZOFWGLFU630R.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNX/JKCB/GLFU9LXJ/FNXJKCBGLFU9LXJ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNX/JKCB/GLFU9LXJ/FNXJKCBGLFU9LXJ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNX/JKCB/GLFU9LXJ/FNXJKCBGLFU9LXJ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F9T/4JHB/GLFUCZAA/F9T4JHBGLFUCZAA.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FKM/ZOFW/GLFU630R/FKMZOFWGLFU630R.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F3T/UDQH/GLFU630O/F3TUDQHGLFU630O.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F72/K1BJ/GLFU9LWK/F72K1BJGLFU9LWK.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNX/JKCB/GLFU9LXJ/FNXJKCBGLFU9LXJ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FA6/S01K/GLFU9LX7/FA6S01KGLFU9LX7.LARGE.jpg


Following is a more refined version of the frame---- 

  

Step 3: Make the Sail 

          

                                    

The sail can be made of polytarp, ripstop nylon, sailcloth or parachute fabric. 

Following are photos of attachments of the sail to mast and boom. A wooden ring 
was attached on the mast-top 
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http://cdn.instructables.com/FNT/H0CH/GLFU9LYZ/FNTH0CHGLFU9LYZ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNT/H0CH/GLFU9LYZ/FNTH0CHGLFU9LYZ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNT/H0CH/GLFU9LYZ/FNTH0CHGLFU9LYZ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FNT/H0CH/GLFU9LYZ/FNTH0CHGLFU9LYZ.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F2H/OW72/GLFU9M0D/F2HOW72GLFU9M0D.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F3B/G52L/GLFU9LZ5/F3BG52LGLFU9LZ5.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F48/EAAF/GLFU6315/F48EAAFGLFU6315.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FOA/0ZFV/GLFU6316/FOA0ZFVGLFU6316.LARGE.jpg


Step 4: Make the rudder 
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Inflate the boat enough as the water temperature will drop a the air pressure inside 
the boat somewhat 

 
Use PVC pipe of 32mm, cut two tubes of 1.20 m and fit rowing blades on the end 

 

Use another tube of 32mm, the width of the boat plus 20cm on each side to operate 

the steering .Make two holes to pass bolts through into the slots of the support for the 

boat engine Also make two more holes about 5cm from the end of the tube to mount 

the pivots of the  rudder blades. This model used a bolt with plastic washers and 

clamps to design a swivel. 

http://cdn.instructables.com/FX8/7BNQ/GLFUCZEF/FX87BNQGLFUCZEF.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FX8/7BNQ/GLFUCZEF/FX87BNQGLFUCZEF.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FX8/7BNQ/GLFUCZEF/FX87BNQGLFUCZEF.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F51/JTU5/GLFU631O/F51JTU5GLFU631O.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F51/JTU5/GLFU631O/F51JTU5GLFU631O.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F51/JTU5/GLFU631O/F51JTU5GLFU631O.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F51/JTU5/GLFU631O/F51JTU5GLFU631O.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FX8/7BNQ/GLFUCZEF/FX87BNQGLFUCZEF.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FGZ/MKF9/GLFU631E/FGZMKF9GLFU631E.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FCO/U0A4/GLFUCZEG/FCOU0A4GLFUCZEG.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/FHZ/55YX/GLFU9M37/FHZ55YXGLFU9M37.LARGE.jpg
http://cdn.instructables.com/F12/GG1R/GLFUCZEH/F12GG1RGLFUCZEH.LARGE.jpg

