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 Len MacDougall and his wife Betty have 
been long standing and very active members of 
our club. I recall Len racing in his Y-Flyer (Y-
Knot), which he traded in 1983 for his current 
racing machine – a Wayfarer (Mactack). Not only 
has he been a very enthusiastic racer in club racing 
but also on the provincial racing circuit. However, 
this was clearly not enough sailing so Len and 
Betty entered the world of cruising, leasing all 
manner of sailing craft (mono-hull, trimaran) in a 
wide variety of venues (Caribbean, USA, West 
Coast and so on). An article about his cruising in 
Nigeria was published in the June 2007 newsletter. 
As with many long time members, Len and 
Betty’s daughters, Debbie and Leslie, sailed at the 
yacht club. Debbie’s husband Mitch crewed with 
Len for a number of years. As a matter of fact, Len 
introduced a number of his working world 

colleagues to sailing through crewing. We 
have also met the 3rd generation (the 
grandchildren) on the docks of the club. 
 In 1982, Len was Commodore of 
FYC (the hay days of sailing!) In those 
days, to become Commodore, one had to 
move through all of the positions of the 
Executive to attain this exalted position. In 
1983, Len was proclaimed Member of the 
Year. In 1995, he became the Public 
Relations Chair. In his life that supported 
sailing, Len’s engineering skills proved a 
valuable asset to the club in a variety of 
building and repair circumstances. Most 
notable was repair of the main dock when 
a section had collapsed behind the 
corrugated metal wall. He was always 
ready and willing to volunteer time when 
needed by the club. 
  In the past few years, Len began 
the task of sorting through the club’s 
paperwork as the FYC Archivist. A large 
part of the earlier club material was 
directed by Len and John Bryant to the 
UWO archives. There is more yet to wade 
through and file in the archives.  
 As with many of the sailors at the 
club, the draw of adventure and mastering 
the technical skills needed to skillfully 
harness movement in wind, water and 
weather transcends our club boundaries. 
Now with the winter slowly slipping into 
view, you may find Len shooshing through 
the powdery snow of some ski slope! 

Introducing our current FYC Archivist – 

Len Mac Dougall  submitted by Suzanne Goldt  
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you can help plan for next year, Please 
let the Vice Commodore Mark 
Anderson know.   A great opportunity 
for some of our newer members to 
contribute. 
     Some particular pleasant reading in 
this edition as well.  Hopefully you’ll 
take time to enjoy reading them. 
     It’s a time of year that we all get 
busy with celebrations and family time.  
I hope that you all have a wonderful 
Christmas and after I’ve travelled to the 
West Coast, driving back through miles 
of winter that Spring won’t be too far 
away and we’ll all be seriously 
thinking about the Spring clean up and 
more sailing or paddling on the 
wonderful Fanshawe Lake. 

Wishing everyone a 

wonderful safe Holiday!   

From the 
Crows Nest 

- Alice 

  Editor’s Notes 
                          This edition of the 
Scuttlebutt concludes the 2007 year.  
Where has the time gone.  As I think 
back at accepting this pleasurable job 
of editing and preparing each edition, 
I find it difficult to believe 2 years 
have already been completed.  
Suzanne and I have been amazed at 
the content given to us and the 
willing contributions.  Thank You! 
This edition is filled with many 
interesting items.  It’s always a 
pleasure for us to think who we will 
feature next.  Len Mac Dougall is 
certainly a gentleman deserving of 
recognition as stated in the write up 
on Len.  Thanks for your 
contributions Len! 
Also please take note of the new 
location for the Wednesday Nights 
Dinner out, will also bring a pleasant 
change.  For anyone who  
hasn’t joined the group yet, You 
won’t be disappointed.  A great  

bunch to spend some time with and 
of course always a great meal too. 
     Hopefully, many have enjoyed 
the summer feeling the breezes 
while floating on the water,  
Commodore Paul Chesman has 
come up with a brilliant idea for 
the Regatta’s.  With the response 
needed from the participants it is 
sure to be a success.  Make sure 
you send him a note to offer your 
time in one of the Regatta’s. 
     Moving on to the New FYC 
Website.  Kevin surely has not 
disappointed anyone with the 
fabulous new site!  Great job 
Kevin! A BIG Thank you! 
     Also take note for the 
volunteers needed for a winter 
project.  This should prove 
interesting to see the art work on 
the whalers, at the least a nice new 
paint job will improve them too! 
      The 50th Banquet what a 
splendid job  Betty, Sharon & 
Suzanne did.  If this is an area that     

FYC 2007 –Events Corner 
Executive meetings 
First Monday of each Month 
General meetings listed below 
______________________________________________ 
Jan 9     6PM, Winter Wednesday Nights Dinner Out     

Smitty’s Family Restaurant - 591 Wellington Rd S 
Jan 24         FYC Annual General Meeting 
        7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
Jan 25-27  LHBA Home Show Adventure Expo 
      FYC & Sailing School Booth 
Feb 13   6PM, Winter Wednesday Nights Dinner Out  

Smitty’s Family Restaurant - 591 Wellington Rd S 
Feb 21       FYC  General Meeting 
       7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St 
Mar 12  6PM, Winter Wednesday Nights Dinner Out                                 

Smitty’s Family Restaurant - 591 Wellington Rd S 
Mar 20       FYC  General Meeting 
       7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
Apr 9    6PM, Winter Wednesday Nights Dinner Out 

Smitty’s Family Restaurant - 591 Wellington Rd S 
Apr 24        FYC  General Meeting 
       7 PM, HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher St. 
__________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events 
Toronto International Boat Show 
Jan 12-20      Exhibition Place, Direct Energy 
Centre.   Tickets: $15 ($12 seniors age 65+) Save $3 
b y  p u r c h a s i n g  t i c k e t s  o n l i n e .  
(www.torontoboatshow.com) 

 Pioneer Village Activities 
A Visit With St. Nicholas 
December 15 - 16  
Sittings at 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. or  2:30 p.m. 
Families are invited to Visit with St. Nicholas. Enjoy a hot 
pancake breakfast and for dessert, a baked gingerbread man 
to decorate. Hop aboard a horse drawn wagon for a 
beautiful winter ride around the Village and visit a 
selection of buildings preparing for Christmas. Of course 
the day wouldn’t be complete without the visit from St. 
Nicholas himself, who drops by to visit with each child. 
Dickens’ Dinner 
December  14 – 15 
Spend an evening in Victorian London! Enjoy a traditional 
Christmas dinner served country style followed by an 
outstanding performance of "The Scrooge Diary" written 
and performed by local actor, Phil Arnold. This production 
has toured both in Canada and the U.S.A. 
Hot Mulled Cider: 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner:  7:00 p.m. 
Show:  8:00 - 9:30 p.m 
$50 per person 
Book by calling 519-457-1296  
or at our office Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m - 5:00 p.m.  
London and Area 
Nov 23-Jan 1      London Winter Wonderland  
Jan 26-27            Stratford Winter Fest 
Jan 18-20          3rd Annual London Wine and Food 
Show at the  Western Fair Entertainment Centre. 
 Tickets: $8 in advance, $10 at door 
 (www.westernfair.com)                                           
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Sailing at FYC 2008 . 
     The subject of regattas has been 
on my mind for a while now and I 
think if we keep going in the 
direction we seem to be headed we 
will end up with only one regatta and 
to me that is not acceptable. We 
need to reinstate the June bug for the 
next year 2008. I think we need to 
have some of our new members step 
up and also some of the older 
members who can mentor members 
that have not previously taken part in 
the operation of a race committee. 
This year the position of rear 
commodore (formally in charge of 
racing) is not going to be filled, what 
I have in mind is a race committee 
that would be formed to run the, 
Commodores cup, The June bug 
regatta, The Club championship and 
The Pumpkin regatta. To do this 
there will be people who would 
voluntarily not race to run the 
regatta. If we don’t have volunteers 
we as a club are doing ourselves a 
disservice. Racing has always been a 
great part of the Fanshawe Yacht 
Club and I want it to continue. 
     If we can get fifteen people, the 
job of running the races could be 
spread around where the job of being 
in charge of the regatta could 
alternate so other members of the 
committee could take that position as 
the year progresses. As I write this 
there are five people that volunteered 
to take part in this. 
     This is your club, our mandate is 
to sail and have some fun while 
doing it. 
     I hope to see a lot of people on 
the water sailing and racing next 
year.                        - Paul Chesman, 
                     Commodore FYC 2007 

Browse 
The New 
 FYC Website 
     Kevin Biskaborn, webmaster, has 
rebuilt  the FYC website this fall to 
make it much more easily managed 
and very informative. It is not only a 
professional looking resource to 
newcomers that are considering the 
club or sailing but also has a 
considerable amount of information 
to keep our own members current. 
Hopefully, the members will use the 
site interactively. 
     Under Contact Us members as 
well as newcomers can pass 
information on to the sailing school, 
the club (item labeled general 
inquiries) and Kevin, the website 
manager. If you have information 
for the newsletter, this gives you a 
third option to send it through to 
Alice or myself under General 
Inquiries. As well, all comments 
under general inquiries will be 
forwarded to the Executive member 
or other members holding club 
positions as received. 
     An updated Calendar of Events 
not only presents the time, date and 
location but also provides you with 
information you may need (e.g. 
regatta registration information and 
forms, meeting agendas, minutes, 
budgets, etc.) Special event details 
will also be posted (e.g 
Commodore’s Reception, Banquet, 
Grand Bend Laser Regatta co-hosted 
with FYC, etc.) 
     Information is available in the 
areas of the Scuttlebutt Archives, 
Member profiles, Photo Galleries, 
photos and reports of events 
completed.  
     If asked, direct inquiries about 
the Sailing School to the website 
where the calendar is posted along 
with registration forms to download 
and levels offered. 
      One final point, is that there will 
be forms for the club that can be 
downloaded from the website if 
required. E.g. membership 
applications (wait for the 2008 one 
as changes were made), expense 
forms to be completed after 
purchases were made for approved 
purposes. (S. Goldt) 

2007 Fall Work Parties: 
 Over 2 weekends after 
Thanksgiving the club was 
winterized. Young and young at 
heart came out despite the fact that 
summer seemed to try to linger and 
distract our attention from the tasks 
at hand. Sailing school boats were 
dismantled, washed, stored; school 
docks dismantled, removed; new 
steps near mid-dock were worked 
on diligently by a small army; trees 
trimmed, club boats washed, stored; 
motors removed; moorings 
removed; tires removed; raking; and 
a healthy new coat of paint on the 
old clubhouse; 2 more sides of the 
chalet painted; landscaping; and to 
top it off finally the floating docks 
and barge were pulled out by a 
“Sturdy’s” tow truck. With the great 
new wagon wheels acquired in the 
spring and an assembly line 
approach the four floating docks and 
barge were pulled out of the water 
on Oct 22 within an hour and half 
(time is money). Thanks to all that 
made it all come apart so to speak, 
and of course Mike Wareing kept us 
well fuelled. Of course who can 
forget the beginning of the season, 
patching the barge in early April, 
and that late spring snowstorm as 
we flipped it back upright. 
     Call to Boards (that need some 
tender loving care): 
Volunteers needed for a 
winter project for FYC  
We’ve disassembled all the 
seats on the whalers and they 
need some extreme sanding 
(a belt sander will do wonders) and 
refinishing.  2 seats from the 
whalers also have storage boxes 
built under them. One of them needs 
some reinforcing help. So if you 
have some space in your garage or 
workshop please call Rick Goldt to 
pick up any number of them. Choice 
of paint colour and artwork are 
yours, almost! Supplies will be paid 
for.       (R. Goldt) 

A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;  

It makes no noise at all,  

But softly gives itself away;  

While quite unselfish, 

it grows small. 

 - Eva K. Logue 
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Winter Wednesday Night 
Dinner Out            (Mike Morris) 

Sailors must Dine too!! 
Please join FYC members for an 

informal meal on the second 
Wednesday of each winter month. 
Starting around 6:00 p.m. on Jan 
9th, continuing on Feb 13th, Mar 
12th, & Apr 9th 2008.  We will be 
at  the new location: 

 
 

 

  

     They have an Early Bird special 
that includes 7 different items for 
just under $10.00 a person including 
bottomless beverage (coffee, tea or 
soft drink) and dessert. Good deal! 
    Any and all members of FYC are 
welcome . Hope to see lots of folks 
show up. 
Report of the 50th Annual 

FYC Banquet                                                                                                    (S Goldt) 

     It appears from the membership’s feedback, which was much greater than 
in the past, that the banquet location and meal were exceptional for our 50th 

banquet. Certainly, the caterer, Michelle, was a joy to deal with and very 
flexible when tending to our requests. The food was excellent…home 
cooked quality and generous in quantity. The general opinion was that it is 
worth returning to the Thames Valley Yacht Club in 2008!!! We had 98 
members, family, friends attend. 
      Many thanks to all who helped the banquet be a success, Betty Dietrich 
and Sharon Biskaborn were involved in organization, Jens Biskaborn and 
Jim MacKenzie for managing the racing portion, Ravi Gupta for updating 
the trophy plaques and having them gleaming for the evening, Paul 
Chesman and Doug MacKenzie for bringing the trophies to the banquet and 
arranging them. Len MacDougall and Doug MacKenzie for the thoughtful 
grace and toast to companionship and sailing. Rick Goldt for his generous 
time in helping with all the printing as well as acting MC. Paul Chesman for 
his many offers to assist in anyway. Also, I must thank the other half of our 
newsletter team, Alice Jukema, for her creative improvement of our ads in 
the newsletter – a wiz with text! And Brenda Pentland for the DVD of 
dragon boating with the Wonderland Club. 
      Many members offered donations for the door prizes and we so 
appreciate these offerings. UTRCA must be thanked for their contribution of 
gift certificates for gate passes- an ever popular gift. Donations were also 
received from Dietrich Steel, Clubwear by Lori Chesman,  Hans Schaffner, 
Betty MacDougall, Sharon Biskaborn. Hopefully I am not forgetting 
anyone.  
     Thanks also to Kevin Biskaborn for his wonderful design for tickets and 
programs over the past three years!  He deserves to have an ad placed at this 
point for his media design company… 

 
 
 
       
       Jim MacKenzie gave a most enjoyable talk about a bargain made by the 
Hobie Weekenders, a group of Hobie sailors from FYC who annually live 
aboard their boats for a weekend. In exchange for sailing from the shores of 
a Lake Simcoe catamaran club last summer, the catamaran club’s sailors 
asked that they in turn have the pleasure of sailing from our docks. Their 
boats are a tad larger than Hobies so will we be seeing …...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
  

Smitty’s Family 
Restaurant             
591 Wellington Rd South 

(south of Commissioners Rd)       

The Toronto International 
Boat Show                       (S. Goldt) 

     This year’s boat show is at 
Exhibition Place in the Direct 
Energy Centre On Jan 12-20, 
2008.Prices are very reasonable at 
$15 ($12 for seniors). An additional 
$3 can be saved by ordering tickets 
online.  www.torontoboatshow.com  
     It is worth checking the London 
Power Squadron website at 
www.cps-ecp.org   if you are 
interested in going on their 19th 
Toronto Boat Show Bus Trip on Jan 
19. Cost is $70 and includes the 
boat show, dinner out, and 
entertainment as you travel (games, 
movie).  

    
www.scriptreaction.com  

Sailing on   ???

a fleet 

of these  

 Can’ t w
ait 

until n
ext 

summer t
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see!
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News from the 
Sailing School 
Boathouse 
 
           by Peter Wilkins 
     It is not quite the Boathouse this 
month; with all this snow flying 
around, boats have slipped the mind 
a little! 
     Since the last issue, we have put 
all the boats away, sorted out the 
sails that need repairs and settled in 
for the winter. With lots of help from 
instructors, students, some 
dragonboat paddlers and a huge crew 
of FYC members, the school’s 
chattels were all put away for the 
winter. Big thanks to the helping 
hands, and we have to include the 
helping arms and backs, too - I am 
sure there were plenty of sore 
muscles for a few days. 
     In early November, I attended the 
OSA Learn to Sail Symposium in 
Port Credit - the third one I have 
been to since I took the Chair of our 
school. This annual event still 
presents useful information and an 
excellent opportunity to network 
with other sailing schools from 
across the province. It is well worth 
the time to attend the workshop 
sessions. 
     At the November budget meeting, 
we presented preliminary financial 
reports for the 2007 year and a 
projected budget for 2008. We were 
able to report a successful year with 
some expenses still to be reported 
and we look forward to another good 
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one next year. We have yet to 
purchase the two “pram-type” boats 
that we budgeted in 2007 because 
we needed to be sure that the other 
expenses were well covered before 
we spent the money. The research 
and enquiries into these purchases 
has been going on, even though we 
did not plan to buy right away. We 
learned some interesting information 
on these boats at the November 
Symposium. We expect to make a 
move in the near future with a 
purchase of the two boats for 2007. 
The 2008 budget includes provision 
for two more of the same and a new 
coach boat to replace the tired, 
waterlogged ones we have been 
using too long. 
     We have just recently completed 
the contract for our booth at the 
LHBA Home Show Adventure Expo 
in January. This was a successful 
event for us last year and we plan to 
return this winter. The home show 
runs the last weekend in January 
(25th, 26th, 27th) and we will be there 
talking sailing and learning to sail to 
as many Londoners as we can get. 
The show co-ordinator tells me that 
our neighbouring booth will be 
offering an opportunity for people to 
write their PCOC test so we will 
have like-minded people beside us. 
Our next Scuttlebutt report will let 
you know how it went. 
     But, before that, it will be 
Christmas, in whatever form you 
might celebrate. We wish all a very 
Merry one, with that new fifty-footer 
under the tree! Back next year! 

    Sign Up Now  
                 (M. Anderson) 
     With our boats all snug and 
stored for the winter, we can only 
plan and dream for the beginning of 
the next boating season. What better 
t ime to upgrade skil ls and 
knowledge? Now is the time to 
consider one of the many courses 
offered by the London Power and 
Sail Squadron. Don’t have your 
P.C.O.C. yet? Well you will need 
one soon! Did you know that it is 
illegal to operate that VHF radio 
without an operator’s certificate? 
Ditto for the new DSC feature found 
on newer radios. CPS offers courses 
in radio usage as well as upgrade 
segments required for DSC 
certification. 
     Don’t wait for Spring, the courses 
are available only during the winter 
months! 
     From basic boating to advanced 
navigation, GPS, weather, etc., 
classroom instruction is available at 
very reasonable rates. Check out the 
website at http://london.cps-ecp.org/  
and get signed up soon. Many 
classes start in January and you 
won’t have another chance until next 
Fall. 

 

 FYC Annual General 
Meeting- Jan 24, 2008   (S Goldt)                                                                                                            
      
 
 
 
     This year’s meeting will be held 
at The Prevost on Becher Dr. Please 
plan to attend to meet the FYC 
Executive for 2008 and to help 
finalize the budget for the 2008 
season. 
     Directions: from the Riverside 
and Wharncliffe Rd intersection, go 
S on Wharncliffe, and cross the 
river. The second left is Becher St.. 
Follow this to the dead end which is 
the parking lot of the Prevost. 

Gain  Knowledge. 

Get Certified. 

Go Boating!   

"Solar flares shut down GPS units"   
       
(Mike Morris of About Time) 
      
 
 
 
 
Cruisers, don't throw away your paper charts. Quoting an article from the 
Boat US November 2007 magazine it seems we are in for an increase in 
solar flares. They run in 11 year cycles and we are approaching a period of 
maximum activity. There is no current protection for these shut downs. 
These disruptions will peak in 2011 and can last for 3-4 years. The last 
solar flare in December of 2006 disrupted or interfered with every GPS unit 
on the lighted side of the earth. During the last peak in 2000 some GPS 
units were shut down for 19 hours. Scientists characterize this as a wake up 
call. Cruisers would be wise to brush up on their dead reckoning skills. 
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 Eighth Paddling  
Season in Review  

 
     WOW …...  hard to believe another paddling 
season has ended, incredibly Rowbust’s 8th season.  
     It was the year that we found a new family at The 
Fanshawe Yacht Club. What a great family!   We were 
made to feel so welcome from the very start. The 
training on Fanshawe Lake has been wonderful and 
running up and down those stairs didn’t hurt any 
either! 
     Rowbust proudly hosted a beautiful Breast Cancer 
Survivor Dragon Boat Paddlers’ Dinner for 140 Breast 
Cancer Survivors and family members from around 
the province after the London Festival at our new 
home, the Fanshawe Yacht Club Chalet. The Chalet 
was transformed into a beautiful sea of pink! We 
discovered that we have some talented singers and 
entertainers on our team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     It was a year that saw Rowbust represent Breast 
Cancer Survivors, London and the Fanshawe Yacht 
Club around the globe.  

     The spring kicked off with 7 team members going to 
various Dragon Boat Training Camps in Florida to learn 
the latest in paddling techniques and bringing back that 
knowledge to the team’s summer training.  A heartfelt 
THANKS to all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    In what was a strong summer on the water, we certainly 
made other teams sit up and take notice.  We always 
seemed to pull it together in the "heat of the moment”, 
placing in each and every one of the 7 festivals entered in 
2007.  Rowbust competed around the province in Ottawa 
(3rd), Hamilton (3rd), Windsor (3rd), Welland (2nd), 
Woodstock (2nd), London (2nd) and Stratford (2nd).  
     The paddling season finished in the fall with 4 of our 
team members (Bonnie Anger, Millie Walters, Mo 
Huggins and Therese Newman) representing Rowbust and 
Canada in Australia at an all Breast Cancer Survivor 
Dragon Boat Festival.  Way to go, girls......we are so 
proud of you! 
     The fall closing of the Club saw Rowbust ‘lay claim’ 
to the garden by the front gate. We look forward with 
enthusiastic anticipation to rejuvenating and transforming 
it come spring.  Until then …… adieu to 
our new found friends.  May each and 
every one of you have a happy and 
healthy holiday season and new year.    

 

2008 Membership forms 
are on the way soon             (S.Goldt) 

     It is planned to have the 2008 
Membership Applications available 
at the end of Jan with a deadline for 
return of March 01, 2008. When 
ready, the 2008 application form 
will be available for download on 
the FYC website – be sure it says 
2008. 
     The fees for FYC are not 
changing this year and there was no 
expected change in the UTRCA 
pass fees for 2008.  In order avoid a 
late payment fee, if you are 
travelling this winter, you can 
postdate a cheque to FYC for 
membership fees and pay for boat/
car passes later on return.  

     Watch for some changes on the 
application form this year. There will 
be a third fall work party happening 
earlier in the fall to close down the 
sailing school at the end of the 
classes and more volunteers will be 
needed this summer for special 
projects to be completed.  
     As well, there will be a request to 
enter the names of children and their 
ages on the form. A family 
membership includes children under 
the age of 18 years for the one 
membership fee. If a child is over 18, 
a dependent living at home and a 
student, the member can make a 
request to the executive to have him 
listed as a family member. (As 
defined in the constitution). 

 Paul and Sheryl Expedition 
Yacht Services                        S Goldt 

     Hans Schaffner provided me with 
a brochure outlining the new 
business enterprise that his son Peter 
(and Gill, his wife) have entered. 
The Business is yacht cruises (sail) 
and Peter will be skippering a 
number of the passages available 
mainly in the sunny south. To learn 
more about this dream job and to 
view the cruises offered, check the 
website or google. 
 -    www.expeditionyachtservices.ca 
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down?” ” What kind of boat is 
that?”, “ Why don’t you use your 
motor?”, “ Can you paddle it?”, “ 
Are you broken down?”, “What’s 
your favorite colour? “. 
AARRGHH! 
     An inflatable with 2 people 
came down the river toward me. As 
they got closer I recognized the 
sailor as one of my classmates 
from the Boating Course and the 
chap at the tiller as one of the 
Power Squadron instructors. Oh the 
humility! 
     After many more thanks, I was 
back in my slip. Marina man Bill 
was kind enough to lend me a 
service manual and I tried to make 
the repair. Mechanical inclination 
is not one of my attributes so it 
wasn’t long before I gave up and 
took the motor over the bridge to 
Bayfield Marine. Lucky again, the 
motor man was in the next morning 
and had it ready to go in short 
order. He even took the cover off 
and showed me the notches in the 
flywheel where you can wrap a 
knotted cord to make an emergency 
start. So that was what Bill was 
hinting at when he showed me that 
section in the manual. Had I been 
more knowledgeable, I should have 
been able to start it up at any time. 
DOH! 
     My vacation was finally and 
truly back on. 
     So what did I learn from my 
Tale of Two- Two Strokes? Well in 
no particular order; 
  - Don’t put off maintenance and 
improvements, i.e. spongy motor 
mounts. 
  - Always follow 
 recommendations  for security to 
the point of redundancy, i.e. safety 
chains on outboard motors. 
  - Learn the features and 
capabilities of your equipment, i.e. 
emergency start procedures for 
outboard motors. 
     I hope you enjoyed reading this 
more than I did living it. After all, 
the only thing better than learning 
from your own mistakes is to learn 
from the mistakes of others. 

Part Two ; A Tale of 
Two-Two Strokes  Mark Anderson   

     I drove back to London. My 
appointment concluded, I called my 
old friend Otto. He had recently 
given me an anchor he no longer 
needed and I remembered him 
speaking of an outboard motor 
stored in his basement. Lucky for me 
he was at home and soon I was back 
on the road again with a 4.5 Johnson 
to finish off my holiday. A 
temporary mounting board was 
fashioned to get the short shaft 
motor far enough down to draw the 
cooling water. As per Otto’s request, 
I then dutifully attached a Safety 
Chain from the motor to the vessel’s 
aluminum toe rail. After playing 
about with the choke a bit and 
numerous pulls on the starting cord, 
the wee beast sprang to life and 
began spitting water back into the 
lake. Success! 
My vacation was officially back on. 

     It was a beautiful afternoon and I 
had a nice sail for a couple of hours 
before it was time to head back in for 
some supper. Sails furled and motor 
lowered; I set about starting the motor 
to cruise back into Bayfield. The 
choke was different from what I was 
used to, so I tried several settings to 
no avail. Pull after pull on the starter 
cord was getting me nowhere and I 
was becoming frustrated. Mr. 
Johnson almost sputtered a couple of 
times so I gave a good hearty 
pull…… 
     Have you ever seen those cartoons 
of hapless looking fishermen with a 
cord dangling from their white-
knuckled hands? Yes, I also thought 
that those were funny. Oh well, I 
thought, at least I will have a longer 
story to tell. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
      
     Up with the sails again and back to 
the harbor. I managed to sail up the 
river a tad before tying off to the steel 
wall. Soon another sailor came in and 
said he’d be back soon with some 
help. Remember I said it was a nice 
day? Well there seemed to be a lot of 
people strolling along the pier and for 
some reason I became a curiosity for 
many of them. “ Are you broken 

This article is dedicated to the memory of Otto Biskaborn 

Our passions are the 

winds that propel our 

vessel. 

Our reason is the pilot 

that steers her. 

Without the winds the 

vessel would not move 

and  without a pilot 

she would be lost. 

 

Traditional Proverb 
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'Clueless' Lost Sailor Found 
(from Sail-World.com news)                Mon 5 Nov 2007 
     Almost every week of the year there is a report 
somewhere in the world of boaters who set off on some 
kind of irresponsible venture that puts the lives of 
coastguards and other rescue personnel at risk in order to 
save the lives of those on board.  
     In some parts of the world, authorities are already 
demanding a minimum standard of seaworthiness before 
allowing departure, and this could turn into a future trend. 
The latest story, from Scotland, is different from many 
because it involves the proactive involvement of rescue 
organisations before a problem developed. Scotsman.com 
reports that a ''clueless'' Scots sailor today came under fire 
for setting sail with only a mobile phone and no 
navigation equipment on board.  
     Stanley Ross, an engineer at a battery factory in 
Caithness, had been fascinated by the lure of the sea and 
ships ever since he was a young boy. When he lost his job, 
he at last had the chance to fulfil a lifelong ambition by 
starting a new career as a fisherman. He used his savings 
to buy a 27ft open-decked boat, the Boy John, from a 
skipper in Arbroath, and last week he set out on the 
voyage back home he hoped would transform his fortunes. 
But yesterday he was branded an irresponsible idiot by the 
emergency services after he was revealed as the 'Captain 
Calamity' who sparked an air and sea search by becoming 
hopelessly lost in the storm-lashed expanse of the North 
Sea.  
     Mr Ross ran up a rescue bill of more than £30,000 and 
came close to dying when he became disorientated after 
setting sail from Peterhead, bound for Scrabster, in his 
blue-hulled craft. The hapless sailor had no working radio, 
no relevant charts or any way of fixing his position, and 
two emergency flares were out of date. Even the anchor he 
had on board was not connected to the vessel by a rope or 
a chain. Mr Ross, 36, only had a mobile phone for use in 
an emergency. Frustrated Coastguards, trying to keep 
track of his erratic voyage across the Moray Firth, were 
forced to send him a text message, urging him to call 999 
and ask for the coastguard, after he was reported overdue 
at Wick, his first port of call in Caithness.  
     Mr Ross told the coastguard he thought he was in the 
Dornoch Firth. But by then, he was in the Pentland Firth, 
one of the most dangerous stretches of water around 
Scotland's coast, and 75 miles from where he thought he 
was. His boat was drifting close to rocks off Orkney when 
he was rescued by the crew of the Longhope lifeboat. At 
the height of the emergency an RAF Sea King helicopter, 
three lifeboats, an inshore rescue craft and eight 
Coastguard search teams were looking for the sailor.  
   Yesterday, as an unrepentant Mr Ross recovered on the 
island of Hoy, coastguards made a scathing attack on him. 
Mark Clark, a coastguard spokesman, declared: 'The fact 
that he thought he was in the Dornoch Firth and he ended 
up in the Pentland Firth would suggest that the guy doesn't    

 Sailing Tips 
 

•A dock cord dangling in the water invites 
electrolysis. Take your neighbor’s cord out of the 
water as well. 

•It’s easier and less expensive to change the 
engine’s zincs than it is to replace the heat exchanger. 

•Don’t yell at the crew. 
•Write the engine hours and date on fuel and 

oil filters after changing them. 
•A pair of binoculars with a compass is useful 

not only for taking bearings on landmarks ashore, but 
good for being able to tell whether you will pass 
safely when in crossing situations with large ships. 

•When in doubt about safely crossing in front 
of a ship, always aim for the stern. 

•A tricolor light at the top of the mast is the 
best way to be seen by other boats at sea. Closer to 
land, use bow and stern lights, which are more likely 
to stand out against the background of lights on shore. 

•If the anchor won’t come up, pull all the rode 
or chain as tight as you can, then motor against it. 

•If you’re leaving a dinghy or kayak in the 
water at a marina and want to keep the bottom clean, 
consider placing it on inner tubes to keep the bottom 
growth off. 

•Backup electronic charts with paper charts 
and paper chart navigational skills. 

•To help keep plates and cups from flying 
across the cabin, put a bead of silicone on the bottom 
and set it on wax paper to dry. 

•Engine and plumbing hoses are often difficult 
to install. Heating them briefly in hot water helps 
make them easier to fit, as does applying soap over 
barbs and thru hulls. 

•Check battery water periodically and make 
sure battery terminals are clean. Baking soda and 
water can be used to dissolve battery terminal crud. 

•Don’t show up empty handed when sailing as 
a guest on someone else’s boat. 

•Use a piece of three-strand line as a snubber 
(A spring line tied from the boat to chain rode, 
usually near the water's surface. It helps disperse 
tension forces. It also prevents damage to the boat by 
ground tackle and can help in the retrieval of the 
ground tackle in heavy weather. (to reduce the snap of 
the rode when it stretched out)).when at anchor to 
keep shock loads from damaging the anchor windlass.  

• Toothpaste and a brush is a great way to 
shine up your boat brass quick and easy! -Port 
Sanilac, MI 
 

Continued on page 9 
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A Wild Day in BC – Makes Fanshawe Lake 
seem really safe!!                 (From Erika Goldt) 

Amazing pics of the Mukilteo Ferry taken last week in our 
wind storm. Really shows the intensity of the winds on the 
water... 
On Thursday October 18th Western Washington was hit 
with a 50+ MPH wind storm. Here are my pictures of the 
event.        
     After work I made my way down to the Mukilteo 
Lighthouse Park where I’d witness the Mukilteo to 
Clinton ferry taking a pounding. These Issaquah 130 Class 
ferries are over 300 feet long and 78 feet wide and weigh 
in at 2477 tons (4,954,000 lbs) unloaded. 
I'll start with some Rock & Roll. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
     Ok, here's one for you Long Flume lovers... During 
storms like this the crew plots a course which puts the 
ferry in the least vulnerable position, but at some point 
they have to change course, and when they did Puget 
Sound made up for lost time. After this run the ferry 
system stopped running at full capacity and ran 1/2 empty 
for the rest of the night. Note that there are no longer cars 
visible in the last shot. I'm sure they were washed into the 
cars behind them. 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
have a clue. When we told him on Saturday morning that his 
radio was defective you would expect him to go and put it 
right, but he didn't.' Mr Ross was adamant he had the 
experience and gear to make the voyage.  
'I've been around boats and fishing all my life,' he said. 'I had 
the experience for what should have been a straightforward 
trip. I only planned to be at sea in daylight, in sight of the 
shore. The weather conditions were pretty drastic and I was 
blown far further north than I expected.' In the darkness he 
ended up sailing across the Pentland Firth and was 20 yards 
from rocks when he was taken under tow by the lifeboat. He 
admitted: 'Another few minutes and the boat would have 
been matchwood - and so would I.' The alarm was raised by 
Mr Ross's girlfriend, Jenna Simpson, 22, who is expecting 
their baby in February.  
by Frank Urquhart,     Scotsman.com/Sail-World  

 

I couldn’t 

argue that 

one. 

 

but they told me 

these kinds of 

shots don’t 

promote ridership 

I offered 

these photo’s 

to the WS 

Ferry System,  

Each shot was 

taken 0.3 

seconds apart  

hand held at 

320mm's.  

Continued from page 8 
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‘Please keep in mind, when purchasing orders Lori needs to process 12 items to fill an order not including hats.’ 

 FYC—Store 
To order…Call

To order…Call

To order…Call

To order…Call    
Lor i Chesman Fanshawe Yacht ClubFanshawe Yacht ClubFanshawe Yacht ClubFanshawe Yacht Club 

Fashionable wear on the 
dockdockdockdock, in towntowntowntown or sailingsailingsailingsailing.  
 Shop Early in time for 
ValentinesValentinesValentinesValentines & SpringSpringSpringSpring 

CLASSIFIED SECTION  
Please let Alice or Suzanne know if you have any items to sell and we will be pleased to post it in the newsletter. 
 
Sewing - canvas repairs and canvas products  John and Hilary Burgess’ daughter is interested in either 
canvass equipment repair or sewing custom covers, bags etc. For more information, contact Hilary Burgess 519-
472-0049 
 
 My friend in Pennsylvania has made up the brackets for tiller extensions. These extensions should be rated 
LIFETIME as they are all stainless steel incorporating golf club shafts with leather or rubber grips. At $25.00 each 
they are a barging when compared to the stuff in marine catalogues. 
If you need one give me a call.  Mike Morris 519-451-7309 

Great Reading on Sailing Available On Loan!!! 
     Over the past few years my personal library of boating related books has swelled. These books were not 
available thru the London Library system. 
     I would be willing to LOAN out any of these books to club members who get bored over  
winter. There are books about beginning cruising in small boats that I found useful in my start up as a cruiser. 
There are also stories about long voyages in small boats--A Mirror dinghy from Wales to the Baltic sea, Around the 
world in a home made 20 footer, up the east coast of the US A in a Wayfarer and the first recorded pleasure boat 
trip down the intra coastal waterway from New England to Florida and back. Some are more entertaining than 
others but all have something for the sailor in us to associate with. 
     I do want the books returned.  
     Anyone interested in having a read just give me a call.     Mike Morris. 519-451 7309 

1970  Memories at FYC 


